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Karnataka’s Kodagu region is a world of its own, especially in its passion for hockey, and the family 
teams turn out with massive crowds to watch in the thousands, says Sharan Poovanna 

t
he very thought of  Coorg or any 
reference to the word “Kodava” 
makes you think of  flamboyance, 
rum and the most frequent of  all 
images and flavours, pandi curry 
or pork curry. Sometimes de-
scribed as the Scotland of  India, 
Coorg is also favoured as a retire-

ment destination for its quiet.
But in stark contrast to its trademark 

calm is the decibel-defying surprise of  over 
20,000 people, two km long traffic jams with 
endless honking and noisy squabbling over 
parking space. This is when the whole of  
Coorg heads to one place — the Maneya-
panda Twenty 10 family hockey tournament. 
The hockey-crazies show up on the ground 
even when the match is telecast live on a 
local channel. 

The annual, family, hockey tournament 
is in its 14th year, and the month-long “hock-
ey namme”, or festival, is hosted by the 
Maneyapanda family this year. Every year 
the right to host the fest goes to a new fam-
ily and every year families compete to win 
that right. They have to fulfil certain pre-
requisites and vouch to keep the tradition 
alive with their continued involvement and 
encouragement for the growth of  the sport. 
Hosting a tournament has become a symbol 
of  pride and the rights to it have already 
been booked for the next 5-7 years.

It has even attracted sponsorship from 
international sporting brands, automobile 
makers, realtors and several other private 
players in the recent past since affluent Ko-
davas are a lucrative market. There’s so 
much money to go around that the organis-
ers have even arranged for a helicopter ride 
around the field for a small price.

The stands are overflowing. The crowd 
shocks even the organisers. One of  them says, 
“We never dreamt that so many people would 
turn up for the match.” Thousands pour into 
the stadium and jostle for the available seats. 
Some people have come in early only to avoid 
the chaos and also to get the best, uninter-
rupted, view of  the finals. 

As the countdown begins for the match, 
people almost gherao the field and there is 
little space for the players. But as one member 
of  a family, which is competing in the finals, 
says, “who is complaining”. 

In the excitement a few forget their own 
family teams for brief  moments and support 
a team of  their choice. Palencanda and Mu-
katira are the finalists this year and it is not 
going to be an easy game. 

People are precariously perched on nearby 
water tanks and trees, and every one of  the 
20,000 is treated to a nail biting finish. The 
Palecanda family wins, for the second time 
since the tournament’s inception in 1997. 

The tournament is the brainchild of  
former first division hockey referee and 
former banker, Pandanda Kuttappa. It start-
ed as a small event, with 60 families par-

ticipating. The number of  participating 
teams grew by the year until it gradually 
became an event people look forward to, as 
much social as sporting. The tournament 
made headlines when a record 280 teams 
participated in the Kalyianda cup in 2003.

People take the game seriously. They even 
started a hockey academy in Coorg that 
later became the governing body for the 
event. The academy laid out the rules of  the 
game and also specified guidelines for the 
complex system of  family and surnames. 
With over a thousand family names, there 
was bound to be some confusion since dif-
ferent families shared the same name. To 
add to the tangle these identically named 
families came from different villages in Co-
org. But with clear distinctions the tourna-
ment has been a runaway success so far with 
national team selectors. 

Today, even Union ministers take cogni-
zance of  the annual event. Union sports min-
ister MS Gill inaugurated this year’s event 

and made a promise to improve the state of  
the game. Hockey badly needs it, after the 
beating it has taken due to dismal perform-
ances in the recent past, and the growing 
popularity of  cricket with the introduction 
of  IPL and other shorter forms of  the game. 
The recent Premier Hockey League did well 
initially but due to lack of  sponsors and 
other administrative hurdles, it was forced 
to discontinue. 

There might be little interest in the game 
elsewhere, but for the Coorgis, hockey is the 
thing. They have shown that they are not just 
good at the game but also willing to promote 
it. Their passion has served the country well, 
with big names such as BP Govinda, MP 
Ganesh, MM Somaiya, CS Poonacha, Len Ai-
yappa, Amar Aiyamma, Vinod Chinappa and 
AB Subbiah playing for state and country. 

The national sport has indeed found cham-
pions in this little corner of  the country. 

— sharanpoovanna@gmail.com

WHAT IT LACKS
In 1973, 25-year-old Aruna Shanbhag was choked with a dog collar and anally raped by 

a ward boy. Initially medical examination which looked only for vaginal injuries, said that 
she had not been raped. The culprit was charged with robbery and attempted murder. 

police officers 
welcome 
proposal

fear of false accusations 
and exclusion

a senior officer in Tamil Nadu warns about 
the new draft, “The amendment will help 
victims only if  the cases are concluded soon 
in court. The court should give special at-
tention to these cases and the media should 

create awareness on the new amendment.”
But he, like many others in the police force — or as 

much of  the police force as was aware of  the process 
—  largely welcomes the draft. “The draft has done away 
with many loopholes in the existing law. Increasing the 
years of  punishment for guilty police 
officers will ensure that people in 
authority behave properly.”

Ramasundaram said, “The wid-
ening of  definitions and better pro-
cedures for safeguarding the rights 
of  victims will also help the investigating agencies 
and prosecutors.” K Sreelekha, IG, Crime Branch, 
Kochi agreed. “The government should implement 
the draft amendments as soon as possible. The basic 

intention of  using the term ‘sexual assault’ in-
stead of  ‘rape’ is to make the description more 
acceptable to women. Basically the word rape 
is associated with violence and women are 
generally not very comfortable with it.”

Some officers even felt that the draft could 
be improved, made stronger. “Victims should 
also be protected from the media. There is 
no mention of  compensation for victims,” 
Sarangi pointed out. “What about the girls 

who are exploited since their childhood 
and are in a  state of  severe depres-

sion?” However, barely a handful of  
police personnel were aware that 

such a process was afoot. 

o 
ne has to guard against false implications, the 
chances of  which are high under the new draft, 
Badajena says. Similarly, the matter of  consent 
has to be presumed to be true if  the victim says 
that she had not consented.  The scale of  the 

offence is also a concern for defence attorneys. Abdul Sattar 
Thalappil, public prosecutor from Mallapuram district says, 
“Even an “indecent” gesture can be a punishable offence in 
which the accused will have to undergo seven years’ impris-
onment under the new Law.”

Senior advocate and constitutional expert C H Hanuman-
tharayappa from Karnataka, meanwhile, finds the draft “very 
scary”.  “The defence will not have the liberty of  examining 
the antecedents of  the complainant or cross examining the 

victim and it is difficult to prove the accused’s 
innocence without doing that. 

There is also the issue, then, of  what the 
proposed amendment does not cover. Dr Kan-
nagi Kannabiran, a former professor of  law 
is part of  a group of  50 representatives from 

women’s groups who have come together to submit a set of  
recommendations in response to the proposed bill. “We’ve 
been discussing the possibility of  having a whole chapter that 
deals with the entire range of  such offences and these have 
to be graded according to their seriousness,” she says.

“There has to be more clarity for instance, on sexual assault 
under custody and cases of  assault during periods of  mass 
violence like the Gujarat riots and the army occupation of  the 
North East. At the same time, we also recognise that apart 
from women, transgenders face various degrees of  sexual 
harassment. And sexual assault under custody can apply to 
men too. People often talk about men being tortured and 
women being raped but in many prisons male prisoners are 
also subjected to rape and sexual assault.”  It has to be recog-
nised, she adds, that the understanding of  sexual assault has 
evolved over time in civil society. 

“There are several women’s groups who have been discuss-
ing the issue for a long time and any new law should take these 
new perspectives into consideration.”

t
he Criminal law amendment 
Bill of  2010 proposes amend-
ments to the Penal Code, Crim-
inal Procedure Code and the 
Evidence Act with reference to 
rape. Change in the laws was 

long overdue. However, what is sought 
to be introduced has unfortunately not 
taken note of  the various recommenda-
tions made over the years and could 
result in a lot of  confusion even in our 
understanding of  a serious crime. 

The Bill drops the term rape and 
introduces the term sexual assault. 
Currently under the IPC, consent for a 
sexual relationship is immaterial if  the 
woman is below 16 years. The Bill pro-
poses to raise the age to 18. While this 
at first blush may seem to have made 
it easier for women between 16 and 18 
to prove rape without going into the 
issue of  consent it is fraught with risks. 
Families in India routinely misuse a 
provision of  the IPC relating to kidnap-
ping from lawful guardianship where 
the age is 18, in situations where young 
couples in inter-caste and inter-reli-
gious relationships, elope or marry. 
There have been many instances where 
a woman who is a major has been un-
able to prove her age resulting in her 
being sent to a rescue home. The in-
creasing number of  habeas corpus pe-
titions in such cases is indicative of  
this fact. By raising the age to 18, the 
Bill now criminalises cases of  consen-
sual relationship between 16 to 18 as 
sexual assault. Given the ground real-
ity of  violence perpetuated by Khap 
and caste panchyats on young couples, 
raising the age from 16 to 18 should be 
viewed with extreme caution. In order 
to address the vexed issue of  consent 
for the age group between 16 to 18 there 
could be an exhaustive and elaborate 
explanation or illustrations on consent, 
that takes various situations such as 
submission by reason of  force, fear, 
threats, fraud or the exercise of  author-
ity including “recklessness” on the 

part of  the man (meaning that the man 
went ahead in his sexual behaviour 
towards the woman not caring whether 
she had consented or not). The Bill 
however does not change the existing 
definition of  consent which has been 
extremely problematic.

Under the Bill, a man can commit 
sexual assault if  he penetrates the mouth 
of  any woman with any part of  his body. 
This could lead to imprisonment to seven 
years or for life. If  such a definition un-
der the draft Bill of  section 375 is consid-
ered, even consensual kissing among a 
17-year-old girl and an 18-year-boy could 
be construed as a serious offence. 

The term “unsoundness of  mind” 
used in the Penal Code that vitiates con-
sent has not been dropped in the Bill. It 
does not take note of  the woman’s capac-
ity to comprehend the nature of  the act 
owing to mental or physical disability. 

The Bill has left section 354 of  the 
IPC, which defines outraging the mod-
esty out of  its purview but enhances 
the punishment with reference to sec-
tion 509 which currently deals with 
word, gesture, or act intended to insult 
or outrage the modesty of  a woman. 
Compared to section 354, this is a mild-
er offence where currently the punish-
ment is only for a maximum period 
of  one year or fine or both. Sec-
tion 354 which deals with as-
sault or criminal force on a 
woman with intent to outrage 
her modesty is punishable 
with a period of  imprison-
ment that may extend to two 
years. The current Bill en-
hances a milder offence to 
seven years while leaving the 
larger offence out of  the 
picture. It also does 
not change the lan-
guage of  outraging 
the modesty. 

At present, the 
Bill is woefully 
inadequate.  

in its present form the bill 
is woefully inadequate

law & order

legal bits
Thousands go unreported
The 20,727 cases reported in 2007 
do not tell us the whole story — 
hundreds of cases go unreported 
both due to social stigma and the 
nature of the police system which 
does not have a uniform procedure 
to deal with rape and often does 
not take the crime very seriously. 
And despite growing inclination to 
register or report a case of rape 
our laws and judgments are still 
behind the times, as the conviction 
rate shows. The severity of rape is 
judged from a patriarchal point of 
view: the taking away of a wom-
an’s virginity.

The onus of proof of consent
As it is extremely difficult to prove 
consent, the Indian Evidence Act 
was amended so that in cases of 
custodial rape, rape of pregnant 
women and gang rape, if the vic-
tim states in court that she did not 
consent, the onus of proving con-
sent shifts to the accused. Several 
special sections added to the IPC 
included provisions for custodial 
rape where a person in authority 
who offers handsome rewards can 
be convicted even if a woman had 
sexual intercourse with him 
‘willingly’. The accused has to 
prove consent and even if he does, 
he can be convicted for a lesser
offence and be imprisoned 
for five years.

OPINION | Geetha Ramaseshan

when family plays family 
in a riveting spectacle
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